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Who are we? 
 

We are a group of heritage professionals 
from across Australia that has an active 
interest in exploring how intangible 
heritage aspects of place - values, 
knowledge and associations - are identified, 
assessed and protected for the benefit of 
the community. 
 
We are one of several National Scientific 
Committees established by Australia 
ICOMOS and we are linked to the ICOMOS 
International Committee on Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (ICICH). 
 

What do we do? 
 

Since our launch in October 2014 we are 
working on developing resources to 
advance professional practice in identifying 
and protecting significant places, and the 
cultural knowledge, practices and 
relationships associated with them. 
 
Through our events and activities we aim to 
raise awareness of intangible cultural 
heritage associated with places and 
environments, both natural and cultural, 
and create networks for interested people 
to develop knowledge in this field. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Members of the Australia ICOMOS National Scientific 

Committee on Intangible Cultural Heritage, and 

participants at “Grasping the Intangible” Symposium, 

Melbourne, 18 October 2014. (Hin Lim Photography) 

 

 

 

The Swan River, Western Australia, a landscape of rich 

and continuing cultural significance for the community.  

(National Trust, WA) 
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What is intangible cultural heritage, 
and its relationship with place? 
 

Intangible cultural heritage encompasses 
a range of shared cultural practices, uses, 
knowledge systems, memories, and 
associations. Every place has an 
associated intangible cultural heritage. 
 
Some nationally significant examples 
include:  

 the design skills required to create the 
Sydney Opera House, today a 
landmark, a performance space and a 
meeting place, playing a significant 
role in cultural life 

 the traditions, colours and calls 
associated with a football or cricket 
match at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground 

 the knowledge and rituals associated 
with traditional Indigenous food 
gathering and processing in Australia’s 
Wet Tropics 

 
Our focus is on attributes of intangible 
cultural heritage that are strongly related 
to a place or places, and that may not be 
readily apparent using the usual cultural 
heritage investigation techniques. 
 
Who can join? 
 

Membership of the National Scientific 
Committee is open to all Australia 
ICOMOS members with an active interest 
in, or professional experience concerning 
intangible cultural heritage in relation to 
place. 
 
People who bring particular knowledge, 
expertise or experience, but who are not 
members of Australia ICOMOS can 

become affiliate members. Membership 
application forms are available through 
our website. 
 
How do I find out more? 
 

Please visit our website for information 
about our projects, events, and our 
organisation, to become a member, or to 
sign up to updates: 
http://australia.icomos.org/ichnsc 
 

 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, c.1900-1949, Glass Lantern 

Slide, H92.350/18. (State Library Victoria) 

 

 
Traditional camping place and mythological site in 

Kokatha Country, Woomera Region, South Australia. 

(ACHM) 

 
This brochure has been prepared by the Australia ICOMOS National 
Scientific Committee on Intangible Cultural Heritage. October 2015. 
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